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SUB J : YOUNG CHRISTIAN WORKERS PLAN SECRET NATIONAL MEETING 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 1522 

1 . FATHER GERARD DE FLEURIOT, NATIONAL CHAPLAIN OF YOUNG 
CHRISTIAN WORKERS, TOLD CONOFF JULY 3 THAT BECAUSE OF FEAR OF 
POLICE HARASSMENT AND FURTHER DETENTIONS, THE GROUP PLANNED A 
SECRET NATIONAL MEETING IN NATAL WEEK OF JULY 3 TO DISCUSS 
RECENT DETENTION OF 19 LEADERS AND PLAN TACTICS AND STRATEGY 
FOR FUTURE. HE OPINED THAT YCW LEADERSHIP WOULD PROBABLY 
DECIDE TO CLOSE ALL OFFICES EXCEPT DURBAN NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
AND BECOME AN AMORPHOUS SEMI-UNDERGROUND ORGANIZATION OPERATING 
IN STEALTH AND COMMUNICATING BY WORD OF MOUTH. HE PROMISED TO 
INFORM POST OF GROUP'S DECISIONS LATER THIS WEEK. 

2. DISCUSSING DETENTIONS AND POLICE HARASSMENT OF YCW, DE 
FLEURIOT SAID GROUP HAD DECIDED BEST STRATEGY WAS ' TO TAKE THE 
LINE, FOR THE MOMENT, THAT THE SAG IS INVOLVED IN RELIGIOUS 
PERSECUTION ", HE SAID HIS PRESENCE OVERSEAS WHEN DETENTIONS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DURBAN 00390 051417Z 

BEGAN WAS PROPITIOUS SINCE IT GAVE HIM OPPORTUNITY TO ORGANIZE 
AND ORCHESTRATE PROTESTS BY CHURCH AND AFFILIATED GROUPS. 

HE DESCRIBED JULY 3 STATEMENT BY ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE PRAISING YCW’S 
DEDICATION TO JUSTICE, IMPLYING THEIR INNOCENCE, AND CALLING ON 
SAG TO CHARGE OR RELEASE THEM AS ONE OF MAJOR STEPS IN PROTEST 
CAMPAIGN. HE SAID HE HAD ARRANGED FOR HIS OWN APPOINTMENT AS 
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SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH’S OFFICER "IN CHARGE OF INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS", A POSITION WHICH WILL ALLOW HIM TO WRITE AND ARRANGE 
SUCH OFFICIAL STATEMENTS IN FUTURE. 

3. WHEN ASKED WHY HE FELT SAG WAS HARASSING YCW, HE SAID 
PROBLEMS BEGAN WHEN POLICE FOUND ANC AND PAC LITERATURE IN CAR 
OF YCW LEADER DURING A ROUTINE CHECK. DE FLEURIOT SAID 
LITERATURE HAD BEEN USED AT A CAPE TOWN MEETING DURING WHICH 
GROUP HAD "DISCUSSED THE IDEOLOGIES OF THE VARIOUS LIBERATION 
GROUPS". HE DESCRIBED THE YCW AS SOCIALIST-ORIENTED, BUT 

SAID IT COULD ONLY BE CALLED COMMUNISTIC IN SOUTH AFRICA, 

WHERE ANY IDEOLOGY OPPOSED TO APARTHEID COULD LEGALLY BE 
BRANDED COMMUNISTIC. HE SAID HE DIDN'T BELIEVE ANYONE IN THE 
GROUP WAS A TERRORIST OR A COMMUNIST, BUT AGREED THAT MANY ARE 
SYMPATHETIC TO AIMS OF LIBERATION GROUPS. 

4. DE FLEURIOT MENTIONED THAT HE HAD HEARD THE FORD BRANCH 
IN PORT ELIZABETH WAS CONSIDERING FIRING DENNIS MUMBLE, A 
FORMER CHIEF SHOP STEWARD AND YCW LEADER WHO WAS AMONG 
ORIGINAL DETAINEES. HE SAID IF THEY DO, "GLASS WILL GO” 

IN PORT ELIZABETH. 

FARBER 
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